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Thani< you for distributing the proposai for the creation of a Muslc and PerfornLing ArNs

library" As you know, I have been somel,rhat disturbed by this project since hearing
of it for the first time more than a year ago, particulari-y by the way in which the
rm;.sic faculty at large appears to have been circumvented in the considerations. At
th;ls point, f should like to register as strongly as possible my reservations about
+hi r r,rnna<q-l

I can'understand perfectly the desj-re to have the departmental libraries of the
performing Arts administeied" jointly. AnC" f have no objection whatsoever to the notion
-Lhat the thr.ee collections should be unj-ted j-n some way, and lrhat Bill McClelian
rn-ighr be the logical person to administer them. indeeo, I think such a sub-oivision
of the University Li-brary system is quite logicai, and, k:rowing Bill well for some

year:s, I would heartily support him for the headship of such a unit.

tri;ra*,, I am concerned about, howover, is the proposed use of space hitherto pl-annec
for lfusic tribrary use by the Departrnents of Theater and Dance. We have had an
incredibly crowded condition for roany years, and. it is my unders-uanding thar ;re
Lrbrary aciministration regarded space now given to library operations in the nelv

rm;.sic buiroing as ad.equate but hard.ty iu:mrious, Inrj.eedL, when I was on tne ouiic.::g
comrnittee, it^ was suggested. that some of the space prograruned for the Library couiC
be given over to office and. practice room use. fhe building eornmittee, which eo:.;rs";eo
of a cross sestion of rmrsic faculty, vlgorously opposed thls, feeling that nothing
shouio. stand in the way of the d.evelopment of an adequate Library faciliiy. A-; that
time, there seemed to be a shortage of office and practice room space, but the cornmrttee
l;as wlll-i-ng to countenance this shortage in order to have an adequate Libra::y" If i
rerneinber correctly, Bill McCle11an also volced his stremrous objections to any en-
cr;acii.ment on the Library facility, anci maintaineo. that a1i space programriieo fo:: ';ne

Library was need.ed. f or the Music collectlon anri" its serviclng. it seems curious
to me that the library admii-:-*ati-on is now wiliing to ad.ci the fi:eater 416 Darice

collections and their readership to the burdens of the Music l,ibrary'

The objections to the proposal are set forth therein. I am not too i-mpresseo" by ohe

re;cinders gl-ven, and feel that if the proposal is to be approved, two th:-ngs srouici
'be cione:l.the entire music facul$ should approve -bhe pian, since they have been -e;
tc be-lieve for years now that they would have the benefit of a gooci, excl-usive faciirty
2. Even if appr.oved., the plan should be delayed", until the }fusic Library is in

ti-r.e new bui-lding, Then we will be able tc' see whether additions to the sol---Leetion
and the readership can be tolerated'

Dean Jack McKenzie, Professor Thornas tr'redrickson, Professor Wiltiam McCielian'


