




History of the MBLGTCC Conference 

The conference you find yourselves at has been a tradition in the Midwest for the past half-decade. First 
organized at Emporia State University (Kansas) in 1992 as the Midwest Bisexual, Lesbian, Gay Collegiate 
Conference, it soon earned the tide of "annual" conference when it was held at Iowa State University (Ames) 
in 1993-known as the First Annual Conference since that time. 

The tide of the conference has changed slightly since that time. "Collegiate" has since been rendered as 
"College" conference. Yet the BLG sequence of the original has been adhered to, until the 1998 Conference, 
where "Transgender" has been added for the first time. 

The other venues the conference has seen are Earlham College (Greenville, Indiana, 1994), Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale (1995), Beloit College (Wisconsin, 1996), and Indiana State University (Terre 
Haute, 1997), and now the University of Illinois at Chicago (1998). This year marks the first time the 
Conference has been held in a major metropolitan area. 

A General Note About Your Workshop Presenters: 

Accolades are due to all of the 1998 MBLGTCC workshop presenters, for they are all volunteers committed 
to community service for the benefit of the attendees. They receive no special compensation or favor outside 
of "the doughnut room", a bit of personal fulfillment or a resume item, and more importantly, your admira­
tion. 

In fact all the presenters must be reg:stered and pay the same fees as everyone else. What's more, they have 
had to jump through all the hurdles of the 1998 Programs Committee review process. 

Therefore, if you find the workshops you attend of particular relevance or merit, please take the time to 
thank the presenters or give your feedback to them. If you don't have the time following the workshop, 
please try at your next opportunity. Remember, we all have but a weekend. Make it your personal policy to 
connect sooner -- never later! 

--The MBLGTCC Programs/Workshops Committee 

Sean M V Foley 
Willi Horner-Jol-.nson 
Carl T. Wilson 
Patricia O'Brien 
Angela Johnson 
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On behalf of the University community, I want to welcome you to the campus 

of the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC). I am pleased that UIC is able to host the 

Midwest Bisexual, Lesbian, Gay, and Transgender College Conference, an event 

which has grown in size and importance every year. 

It has been almost ten years since UIC initiated its Chancellor's Committee on 

the Status of Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Issues. During that time the Committee has 

worked to improve the climate of the campus for gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 

transgender members of the community. Toward that end, students, staff, faculty, 

and administrators have conducted a climate survey, made policy recommendations, 

conducted workshops and lectures, organized a student paper award, done 

fundraising to try and establish a scholarship, and sponsored a great many social 

events. I am pleased that the work of this Committee continues to make UIC a more 

inviting place for everyone. 

I see this conference over the next few days as further evidence that UIC 

recognizes the importance of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender studies. There 

are many important issues of the day at stake in these studies, and I am glad that 

UIC can be host to important and timely discussions about them. 

A great deal of effort went into making this conference possible. I want to 

acknowledge the initiative of the undergraduate students who made this conference 

possible. Without their motivation, talent, and energy, this conference would not 

have taken place. 

The program for this conference is an interesting mix of lectures and 

workshops. I hope that your visit to UIC is pleasant and that the conference is full of 

rewards. 

avid C. Bros�o� -
Chancellor 
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