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CHEMICAL GENEALOGY 
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SINCE a st.udy of the history of chemistry is in­
cluded in the chemistry curriculum at. the Uni­
versity of Illinois, it has been found worth-while 

to use various devices to interest the seniors who take 
the work. Many students see little relationship be­
tween what has happened in the past and their present­
day needs. Accordingly, as the lectures near their 
close, a presentation is made of a chemical genea­
logical tree as illustrated by the accompanying charts. 
The students are very much interested in seeing the 
inheritance which they have through their instructors 
from the great teachers of the past. The charts serve 
to emphasize once more the dependence of today's 
events on those of yesterday. 

The diagrams include most of the senior staff of the 
chemistry department of the University of Illinois. 
Their names are connected t.o that of the men who 
directed their doctors' dissertations. In turn, these 
men were taught by others. The chemists listed fall 
rather naturally into three classes. There arc the 
contemporary or nearly contemporary chemists whom 
the staff know. There are those who are not yet in­
cluded in the histories of chemistry and whose academic 
records must be determined by theses, obituaries, and 
other biographical accounts. Finally, there are those 
men of the nineteenth century or earlier whose story is 
found in any history of chemistry. The information 
has been secured from these sources, the staff, and the 
biographical literature. 

A very few points might be made clear. It is im­
possible to indicate all the chemists with whom every 
man has come in contact so that the doctor 's degree in 
so far as it is possible has been used as the most signifi­
cant study. The entire list is given, except in the case 
of Professor Dennis, who had no earned doctor's degree 
but who studied widely in Germany. Professor Dennis 

wrote a letter to give the information which illustrates 
so well what might be done for each of the men if space 
permitted. 

For other chemists who had no formal degree, the 
person who seemed to have exerted the greatest in­
fluence was chosen as the "forebear." As so often 
happened in the nineteenth century, students traveled 
from one university to another, finally presenting their 
theses at one, so that it is difficult to ascertain to which 
they feel most indebted. On t.hat account, some of the 
chemists are linked to more than one person. Perhaps 
Dumas should have been connected to both Thenard 
and Gay-Lussac. 

Although the universities where the men studied are 
known, the major professor is not always expressly 
stated. This has led to one or two assumptions as in 
the case of Professor Sedgwick. He received his degree 
from the Johns Hopkins University. As Remsen was 
there at the time, Sedgwick must have had some con­
tact with that eminent teacher. Both Professor Gom­
berg and Professor Chittenden obtained their degrees 
in this country but are known to feel very strongly that 
their European training meant a great deal. There­
fore, they arc shown as the students of Victor Meyer, 
Baeyer, and Ki.ihnc. 

It is noteworthy that the lines from the men in this 
department converge to three chemists, Berzelius of 
Sweden, Bcrthcllot and Fourcroy of France. The 
diagrams show the chemical center traveling from 
France to Germany as the nineteenth century pro­
gressed. As might be anticipated, Liebig and Wohler 
play a prominent part in the instruction of the chemists 
of note in the German universities, at the time our 
American chemists started to cross the Atlantic for 
advanced work. 

This brief presentation is made to introduce this 
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device, which can be applied to any group with a little 
effort. The bibliography is listed for those men for 
whom the literature sources were used. Perhaps some 
reader will know of rcadjuslments which should be 
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made. In conclusion, the writer wishes to express her 
appreciation to those members of the department at the 
University of Illinois who contributed a considerable 
amount of the information. 
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